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EGGS-;    Another  egg  production  drive  is  in  making.    Producers  have  done  excel- 
lent job  meeting  production  goals  announced  last  fall  calling  for  approximately 
15  percent  more  eggs  and  10  percent  more  poultry.    Indications  are  these  goals 
will  be  realized.    Now,  more  eggs  and  poultry  are  needed  to  meet  expanded  do- 
mestic consumption,  Lend-Lease  requirements  and  military  demands.    WARNING;  In- 
creased  production  should  be  held  to  those  areas  where  poultry  industry  is  well 
established  and  where  there  are  adequate  facilities  to  handle  and  market  poul- 
try products  at  all  seasons.    This  cannot  be  over-emphasizedo    Present  rate  of 
chick  production  indicates  plenty  of  layers  for  latter  part  this  year  and  early 
1943,    Task  is  to  see  that  birds  are  well  raised  and  adequately  fed,    Iffith  suf- 
ficient number  of  birds  on  fums  or  in  prospect,  job  is  to  see  that  they  are 
efficiently  handled  to  produce  the  eggs  needed,     NOTE;    Through  AIvIA  purchase 
operations  USDA  was  committed  to  support  market  at  85  percent  of  parity.  In 
face  of  greatest  production  in  history  during  current  flush , season,  prices  were 
maintained  at  90  to  100  percent  of  parity, 

DRIED  EGGS:    Rumors  are  current  that  AlvJA  dried  egg  purchases  have  stopped.  This 
is  NOT  so.    Fact  is  there  has  been  some  curtailment  in  L-L  shipments  pending 
packaging  of  product  in  the  5  oz.  moisture,  and  air-proof  containers  mentioned 
in  VJB  Letter  No.  15,    Dried  egg  purchases  are  being  made  and  vdll  continue  to 
be  made.     (See  above.)    This  is  not  first  rumor  concerning  dried  eggs.    One  re- 
cent report  was  British  had  cancelled  orders  because  eggs  were  received  in  bad 
condition,    British  Food  Mission  official  Joseph  Hopkins:     "There  is  not  the 
slightest  bit  of  truth  to  that  report,    Vfe  are  pushing  all  the  dried  eggs  we  can 
get  over  to  England  as  fast  as  xve  can.     Quality  for  dried  eggs  received  in  Lend- 
Lease  shipments  has  NOT  given  us  any  cause  for  complaint  at  all." 

CONTAINERS;     Through  arrangements  made  by  OAVfR,  between  5  and  7-^  million  yards 
of  osnaburg  (cotton)  bagging  should  be  available  on  the  West  Coast  the  early 
part  of  June  for  manufacture  of  grain  bags.     Possibility  of  getting  burlap  for 
bags  still  indeterminate.    However,  outlook  is  optimistic  for  tal-cing  care  of 
bagging  needs  in  other  producing  areas  as  they  develop  later.    Crates,  hampers 
and  boxes;  Recent  order  (Amendment  1  to  P  79)  of  ¥/PB  giving  manufacturers  bet^ 
ter  priority  rating  on  nails  and  -wire  should  give  some  limited  immediate  relief 
in  production  of  these  containers.     This  may  be  only  temporary  as  nail  and  wire 
situation  may  get  tighter,  '  , 

DRIED  TfflOLE  MILK  PURCHASE  PROGRAI-I;  has  been  announced.    Substantial  quantities 
expected  to  be  tf.ken  on  offer  and  acceptance  basis  for  L-L  shipment  and  other 
needs.    Offers  should  be  made  in  carload  lots,  and  50  lb,  vacuum  packed  cans 
are  desired  for  export  shipment.     Currently  United  Nations  are  asking  for  more 
concentrated  milks  that  can  bo  packed  in  the  least  shipping  space.    Other  than 
meeting  this  requirement,   dried  whole  milk,  especially  spray  processed,  is  com- 
parable to  fresh  milk  vhen  reconstituted  vj-ith  water  und  chilled.     Off  and  on 
during  past  year  AMA  has  pia-chc.sed  about  4,000,000  lbs.  dried  vrhole  milk,  mainly 
for  Red  Cross  and  L-L, 


SEED;     In  move  to  prevent  shortage' of  strategic  vegetable  seed,  aJ/IA  has  con- 
tracted with  major  producers  for,  production  of  1,556,000  pounds  of  carrot  and 


1,175,000  poujids  of  onion  seed  in  1943.    Hcc.vy  dcrn£.nds,  do  mestic  ijid  Lcnd-Let.se 
nr^de  Ccction  necessary ."  ' It  takes  tvro.  years  to  produce  both  carrot  and  onion 
seed;  for  this  rc&son  pgntracts  vrere  made  now  to  encourage  '■adequate  production 
next' year.   .Contracts  awt'.rdcd  19  producers  operating  in  California,  Idaho, 
Washington,  Oregon,  Michigan,  end -other.  .States . 

FARI.l'  BUILD IITG  P1;I0?.ITIES ;  Proceiune  for  handling  applications  for  allocation 
of  farm  building  equipment  has  been  worked  out  by  OiilVR.  Time  It.pse:  about  4 
day  s 'between  county  and  State  YfE's,  little  over  4  days  to  review  at  State  WB 
and  "forward  to  OMJR  here  and  2  days  for  clearance  at  VJPB.  Of  172  applications 
received  so  ,  far,  113  been  cleared  thru  VrPB;  2  rejected  and  59  still  in  OAYfR, 
most  came  in  Sijne  day.  -Further  reduction  in  time  to  be  asked.,  iipplications 
can  be  vdred  in-qas-e-  of  emergency. 

GRiiili-J  STOPLiiGE:     On  basis  normal  crops  OAViTR  estimates  storage  will  be  needed 
for  total  3,715,000,000  bushels  of  major  grains,  except  corn.    Maximum  commer- 
cial storage  available  1,300,000,000  bu,    Farra  storage  facilities  are  estimated 
at  2,000,000,000  bu.    Would  leave  415,000,000  bu,  short.    Planned  to  take  care 
of  shorta.ge  as  follo\Ts:    YiTPB  asked  for  materials  to  repair  50,000,000  bu.  steel 
corn  bins  to  be  moved  to  grain  storage  deficit  areas.    40,000,000  bu.  capacity 
of  such  bins  can  be  used  in  present  location  with  minimum  of  repairs.  Comjuod- 
ity  Credit  Corp.  hopes  provide  100,000,000  bu.  pre-fabricated  wood  bins;  farm- 
ers expected  to  build  50,000,000  bu.  vrood  bin  capacity  on  farms.  50,000,000 
bu.  wood  bins  expected  to  be  built  by  cormercial  firms  as  annexes  to  present 
facilities.     10,000,000  bu.  capacity  expected  from  use  of  vacant  garages,  store 
etc.    Leaves  100,000,000  bu.  to  be  provided  for.     Farmers  expected  to  use  space 
in  houses  and  outbuildings.     This  program  only  proposed  on  basis  normal  yields. 
Bumper  crops  vrould  make  situation  tighter.     Covers  diversion  of  steel  bin 
storage  from  corn  since  heavy  feeding  is  causing  large  disappearance  of  that 
grain  now, 

VICTORY  FOOD  SPECIi'X  PROGRAM;     Coming  right  along.     Onions  will  be  featured  in 
program  on  national  basis  during  v/eek  June  8-15.    Heavj/-  supply  situation  indi- 
cated in  North  Texas,  Georgia  and  California,    Asparagus  £.nd  spint.ch  v;-ill  be 
featured  during  week  June  1-8,  but  only  in  heavy  supply  area  north  of  Virginia 
and  east  of  Ohio,     "Victory  Food  Special"  symbol  has  been  worked  out  and  will 
be  released  soon.    Description:     Basket  filled  vdth  farm  produce  lath  Victory 
"V"  in  foreground.    Will  be  distributed  to ' food  merchants  for  use  in  advertis- 
ing and  merchandising  "specials".     Lettuce  (VfB  Letter  No.  16)  vreis  successfully 
featured  May  11-25, 

FOOD  STAi.:iP  FP.OGPiU'J;     For  your  information  only.    Apples,  pears  and  potatoes 
v.rill  be  rer.oved  from  food  stamp  list  in  June,    Despite  untrue  rumors,  the  Food 
Sttj.ip  Plan  vyill  be  continued  within  limits  of  funds  available.    Food  Stamp 
Program  provides  flexible  market  support  rxichinery  for  relief  from  localized, 
temporary  surpluses;     There  are  still  10  to  11  million  unemployed  and  unem- 
ployables.    Along  with  direct  distribution,  it  maybe  needed  in  transition 
period  from  war  to  peace-time  econom-y. 

DRY  SKIM  MILK;     On  May  18  M-Iii  pri'ce  for  spray  typo  dry  skim  m.ilk  v/as  ^boosted 
3/4  cent  to  13-|-  cents  per  lb.    Roller  type  still  12  cents  per  lb.    Dry  skim 
milk  purchases'since  March  1941  through  J&j  13,  totalled  about  138,000,000 
pounds,  40,000,000  lbs.  spray  type  and  98,000,000  lbs.  roller. 


